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SECRET CAIRO 1 1575 

NODIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, EG, LY 

SUB J : EGYPT AIR HIJACKING 

REF: CAIRO 1 1545 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . IN ADDITION DMI GENERAL SHAWKAT'S COMMENTS REPORTED 
PARA 5 REFTEL, SHAWKAT TOLD B/G SVENDSEN THAT EGYPTIANS 
HAD BEEN ASTONISHED TO FIND THAT THE TWO PISTOLS USED BY 
THE HIJACKERS WERE FOR BLANKS ONLY. THIS APPARENTLY 
ACCOUNTS FOR THE FACT THAT, DESPITE MUCH FIRING, THERE 
WERE NO BULLET HOLES IN THE AIRCRAFT FRAME. (HOWEVER, 

ONE OF THE STEWARDESSES WAS REPORTEDLY SLIGHTLY WOUNDED 
BY GUNFIRE, WHICH PROBABLY CAME FROM EGYPTIAN COMMANDOS.) 
SHAWKAT STRESSED VERY FEW PEOPLE IN GOE KNOW THIS. EGYPTIAN 
AUTHORITIES ARE WITHHOLDING THIS INFORMATION FROM THE JUDGE, 
THE COMMANDOS WHO STORMED THE PLANE AND ALL OTHERS. 

2. SHAWKAT ALSO SAID THE TWO PALESTINIANS INVOLVED IN 
THE HIJACKING HAD BEEN DESTITUTE. THEY HAD COME FROM 
KUWAIT WITH 2,000 KUWAITI DINARS, BUT THEIR MONEY HAD 
RUN OUT. THEY THEREUPON PERSUADED THEIR EGYPTIAN HOST 
TO PARTICIPATE, ALTHOUGH EGYPTIAN NOW CLAIMS THAT HE 
THOUGHT HE WAS ACCOMPANYING THEM TO KUWAIT WHERE THEY 
HOPED TO OBTAIN SOME MORE FUNDS. HE PROFESSED TO BE 
SURPRISED ON LEARNING THAT THE AIRCRAFT HE AND HIS 
COMPANIONS HAD BOARDED WAS BOUND FOR LUXOR, AND THAT 
PALESTINIANS HAD TOLD HIM THAT THIS WAS SIMPLY A TRANSIT 
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HIJACKER STATIONED AT THE BACK OF THE PLANE. 

3. BECAUSE OF SENSITIVITY ABOVE INFORMATION AS FAR AS 
GOE IS CONCERNED, IT IS BEING SENT NODIS. 

4. COMMENT: THERE HAS BEEN MUCH SPECULATION, ESPECIALLY 
AMONG MILITARY ATTACHE CORPS, THAT THE HIJACKING WAS STAGED 
BY THE EGYPTIANS. BLANK PISTOLS, IF THIS FACT BECOMES 
WIDELY KNOWN, WILL CERTAINLY FUEL SUCH A CONCLUSION. 

THUS FAR, TOO, THE THREE HIJACKERS HAVE NOT APPEARED 
IN PUBLIC, AS PROMISED EARLIER, EVEN THOUGH WE HEAR THEY 
WERE RELEASED FROM HOSPITAL IN ONE DAY. HOWEVER, EGYPTIAN 
TV HAS ANNOUNCED THAT THE CONFESSIONS OF THE THREE HIJACKERS 
WILL BE SHOWN LATER TODAY. 

5. EGYPTIANS ARE CERTAINLY FULLY CAPABLE OF STAGING SUCH 
AN INCIDENT, ESPECIALLY TO IMPLICATE QADHAFI, BUT ALL THINGS 
CONSIDERED WE DOUBT THAT THIS ONE WAS STAGED. LIBYAN 
INVOLVEMENT, DESPITE GOE S PLAYING UP THIS ASPECT, IS A 

BIT SLIM. COMMANDO OPERATION WAS VERY MUCH FOR REAL. 

AND MOST OF AMERICAN PASSENGERS ABOARD HIJACKED PLANE 
TO WHOM WE HAVE SPOKEN ARE CONVINCED IT WAS THE REAL 
THING. HIJACKERS WERE STABBED AND WOUNDED AS WAS A 
STEWARDESS AND ONE OF PLANE CREW. WHILE THE AFFAIR MAY 
NOT HAVE BEEN QUITE AS HEROIC AS EGYPTIANS MAKE IT OUT TO 
BE, IT COULD HAVE BEEN DANGEROUS. HIJACKERS WERE OBVIOUSLY 
RANK AMATEURS, WHO-FORTUNATELY FOR ALL- BUNGLED BADLY FROM 
BEGINNING TO END. 
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